T specsg(s
fo two remarkable
women who wake

up early every day
to make sure the
pupils ot their local
primary school
are fed

GLENROSE Matvholo
and Angela Twala of
Freedom Park are ordi-
nary women doing the
extraordinary for the
pupils of Olifanteviei
Primary in Eikenhof,
south of Johannesburg.

Every morning at
3am the two women
wake up to make sure
the children at the local
school won't go hungry.
By the tlme the little
ones and the teachers
arrive at 8amm the wom-
en have finished the
breakfast run and are
ready to serve,

Theeducation depart-
ment runs school feed-
ing schetne nre-
grammes at many of
Gauteng's  previously
disadvantaged schools.
The learners get two
meals a day - in the
morning and afternoon.

The department pro-
vides mealie meal and soup, but adds
nothing else to make the food tastier.

S0 Twala (42) and Matyvholo (46)
makesure there {s some yiunmy, soft
porridge 1o eat when the first child
enters the schoel gate.

The two women are unemployed
and when they are not at school cook-
ing and dishing uyp for the children
they are collecting recyclable serap
to sell to a nearby recveling centre.
So dedicated are they that they sacri-
fice buying luxuries for their own
children. They buy oil, vegetables,
salt and meat for the school kids
when they make enough money from
selling scrap.

“We want to provide different
mealsfor thechildrenbecause they’ll
eventually get tived of eating the
same food,” says Matvholo,

They nead about RIS each every
day to travel to and from the school.

“Wehave {otake a taxievery morn-
ing toarvive on time and after school
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we use the bus provided by the de
partinent. but we pay for it it's not
for us it's for the children.” savs
Twala,

Thev say they get a lot of fulfilinent
from their work and sleep peacefilly
at night knowing they have contrib-
uted fo children’s lives,

“You Know we come from these
communities and we know what
these children face. We know that
many of them depend on these meals
soweneed to be there for them,” savs
Twala.

When City Press visited the school
this week, Twala said she was con-
cerned because one of the girls was
having difficulty walking.

When she approachsd her and
asked what was wrong, the girl dis-
closed that she had heen raped the
previous weekend.

“When veou are working with chil-
dren you need to be alert and able to
see if the child is happy or sad,” she
says hefore going (o report
the matter to the schiosl prin-
cipal, Freddy Maphuls.
“nNipheka kamnandi
maan! (you ars great cooksty”
says little
Bl in Grade &

He says that he would be
very sad if they were to stop
conking.

“We would justhavetocon-

tinue coming to schcol, but it
wouldn't be the same if they
weren't here any morse,” he
savs.
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Grade 8, sayvs he looks for-
ward to coming to school eve-
rydavand dislikes weekends
hecause he knows he will zo
hungry.

“My parents don’t work
and wesometimes don’t have
food at home g0 I'd rather
come to school than stay at
home and eat nothing”

Maphula is also reaping
benefits. His pupils are pune-
tuad and absentesism has de-
creased dramatically,

“Late-comers are a thing of the
past. The children want to be here on
time because they want to get the por-
ridge in the morning,” he says.

He jokingly adds that he can now
enjoy his hunch box all to himself
without having to share i with
hungry pupils.

“What touches me the most is that
they never complain, Ifthere’sno ol
or salt they find a way of getting it
and never ask for anything in re
turn,” he says.

What you can do

Share your stories about how your
somiruinity is looking after public
property. Wrhe to
yoursa @ citypress.co.za
For more information, go io
Wy, Gliypress.co.zg
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